
• 

REGULA TIO NS GOVERNING THE 

UNIFORMS 

FOR COMMISSIONED AND WARRANT OFFICERS 

OF THE 

UNITED ST A TES COAST GUARD 

1923 

WASHINGTON 

GOVERNMENT PRINTlNG OFFICE 

1923 



.. , 

'. 
. \ 

'.,, , ; I 

ADDITIONAL COPI:ES 

OF TIIIS PUBLICA 'llON l!A Y BE PROCURED FROll 

'llUl SU'Pl:lUNTE!.-DENT OF llOCOMENTS 

GOVERNll'.BNT PRIX'l1NO Ol'FICE 

WJ.4JDXOTON
1 

D. C. 
• 

AT 

10 CENTS PER COPY 

MlllCllASBR .iGRE£S NOT TO RBSEI.L OR DLSTBIBU'l'.E THIS 

COPY FOR PROFIT.-l'UB. RES. 57. APPROVl!D )11.Y u, 1922 

(II) 

t 

' . 
\ 

/ 

,f 



.,, 

Tld:ASUBY DEPABTllENT, 

OFFICE OF THE $ECllETAHY, 

Washington, Jwie G, 1923. 

The following regulations shall govern the uotforms for commissioned and 

warrant otllcers of the United States Coast Guard, and shall be strictly com

plied will!. They shall be effective September 1, 1923, and all officers on the 

nctlve list of the Const Guard shall be fully provided with tho uniforms herein 

11rescribc<l not lnte1· than December 31, 1923. All rcgalntlons governing the 

uniforms of commissioned nod warrant officers of the Coast Guard arc hereby 

superseded. 

By direction of the Secretary. 

(III) 

McKENZIE Moss, 

A88i8ta11t Secrctarv.
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UNIFORM REGULA TIO NS FOR COMMISSIONED AND WARRANT 

OFFICERS, UNITED STATES COAST GUARD. 

CHAPTER I . . 

GENERAL REGULATIONS . 

J. All commissioned antl warrant officers shall pro, ide tbemseh·es wllb tlte
correct uniforms ns specified in these re;;olntions, shall �nform to the prin
ciples set fo1·th herein, and are forbidden to wenr a.ny other than the regulation 
uniform. insignia, or de,·ices of tbefr respecti\·e rank or corps, or any medals 
or orders in nny other \1',w than hereinafter prescribed. 

2. It sball be the duty of those intrusted with th� proper authority to cu

force the pl'ovlsions of these regulations. Particular attention is directed to the

questions concei-ning uniform required to be answe,·ed in making out comrnnncl
lng officers' monthly repoxts. 

3. lt slloulcl be n matt�r of pride wit).1 officers nnd ll)en In the Coast Gun1'd
to 1Je always neatly nnu smrtrtly dressed, to see that thei1· uniforms .are scrupu. 
loJlSI�, cle1u1, that their lace, devices, ;.ind insignia .are bright and free fl'Olll 
tnrnlsh nnd corrosloo,. nnd that they are promptly .reneww wlJe1r necessary. 
'l'he�· sl101:ld see tllat their clothes and equipment ;ire II)!lde of tbe best mo., 
t.erinl, and that the�· nre conspicuous for these charn.ctiiristics rather"thnn for 
contrnry ones. Those who are properly and smartly dressed create n far \Jetter 
iJ,Upression than tllOse wlio .fail in this respect, who- wear lll-fitting or stained 
clothes, or who may be cal'eless or negligent in _permitting their stripes or 
insignia to become tarnished or corroded. 

4. (1) All officers on d1i°ty with enlisted persons in unlfo'rm ou board ship,
<•n a 1·esel'vation, or at a Coast Guard station, when attached thereto or- serving 
1llereat, shall wenr the uniform of. their re,,:;pective grades. 

(2) • .\.11 officers of the Coast ,Goa.rd shall wear the prescribed uniform at nil

times when t•n board ship. on n resen·ation, or at a Const Guard station, 
while assigned thereto 01· on duty thereat, except while going therefrom or 
returning thereto, or when engaged in athletic gnmes or sports, for which 
clotlJing appropriate to the game or sport may be woru. 

(3) The wearing of the uniform by officers not on duty on board ship, or on
a shore reservation, or at a Coast Guard station, will be optional, except tbnt 
the uniform shall be worn when attending ceremonious or social fun�tions of 
1UJ official clmracter. wben calling at or visiting the White Honse, and when 
nttending eeremouies and functions iu foreign countries. 

(4) Officers on uuty shall at all times wear the uniforms of their respecth·e
grades ns prescribed bereu1, or by tbe seoio1· offic-er present, except as otherwise 
provided herein. 

(5) A warrant officer with nu acting appointment shall wear the un!torm
of his grade. 
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10. Officer of the deck.-'Ihe omcer of the deck sball weal' gloves and cal'ry
a binoculnt· or spyglass in port; nnd at sen he shall carry a binocular and have 
a deck trumpet 0l' m<?gapbone directly at band. 

11. Ordinary -daily quarters.-At •ordiunry daily quarters on bonrd ship no
arms shall be worn by officers unless theu· · men be under nrms, except on 

occasions when the drill instrnctions,prescrlbe arms. 
12. Side arms, leggings, etc.-(1) The sword, leggings, and hlgh black shoes

shttll always be worn br officers wheh parading '.\•ltl:i enlisted persons under 
arms; except· tlint leg,;ings shall not be worn when parndlng ln full dx:ess or 
dress uniform. With leggings, high black shoes shall be worn by oftlcers. 

(2) Unless othei,wise onlei:ed by .competent authority swords shall be worn•
at formal inspections of· the crew on board sltlp and when prescribed by drill 
regulations, and designated uniforms. Tiley shall not be worn unhooked ex
cept wlien mounted. When worn• without otlle1· side arms, tlle belt shnll be 
outside the frock coat and under all others; tlle swortl shall be worn outside of 
the o,·ercoat. 

(3) An officer detailed to place another under arrest sltnll wear the sword.
( 4) When tlle pistol is carried; the belt shall be worn outside of every coat,

Including the overcoat, the plstol being worn sllghtly ln frorit of the rlgltt hip. 
The cartridge attachments worn with the pistol uelt shall be worn tu fro11t and 
to the right and left or the belt buckle. If only one cartridge attachment is 
worn it shall be to the right of the buckle. 

(5) Officers or enlisted persons we:wing side arms shall not remo,·e their
caps or other head co,ering except Indoors or In living quarters. 

(6) At emerue11-01J a1·iUs oftlccrs shall wenr n pistol o.nd cartridge belt, the 

sword being omitted. 
(7) The sioorct knot shall be worn by commissioned ofl1cers only.
13. Cadets' uniforms.-The .:July nutborizetl and npprovcd uniforms for

cadets at the United States Coast Guard Acndemy shall be designated In terms 
used in these regulations, in order that when cadets are sen·lng with other 
forces nnd a uniform for any occasion is designated, It will apply also to 
cadets' uniform for the occasion. 

14. Standard phraseology.-In order to uvoit.l misunderstanding or confusion,
when offic.lal references are made to the uniform by anyone In tbe,Coast Guard, 
by Headquarters, or in any official pnblicatlon, the terms used In the Uniform 
Regulations shall be adhered to, using tl1e phraseology contained therein, po.r
ticularly in designating any uniform, garment, or article, or the manner ln 
which it shall be worn. 

15. Pins and jewelry.-Xo watch chains, fobs, pins, or other jewelry shall be
worn e.xposed upon the uniform of any officer, except sleeve buttons and shirt 
studs as prescribed, and tl1e authorized decorations, medals, ribbons, and 
honorable discharge buttons. 

16. Hair and beard.-The hair; benrd, nnd moustache shall be worn uently
trimmed. 'l'he face shall be kept clean shaven, e."cept tl1at a moustache, or 
beard and moustache, ma)' be worn at discretion. No eccentricities ln the 
manner of wearing the baJr, beard, or moustache shall be ullon·ed. 

17. Geneva-Cross brassard.-(1) The Genevn-Cross brassnrd sl1all cousist of
a band of white cotton bMring a red Genern Cross pnlnted 01· st.itched on the 
band, to be fnstened arountl the upper pnrt of the right arm 0\'et· the oute1· 
garment. The band shall be J inches wide, the cross 3 Inches In height and 
3 lncl1es in width, and the arms of the cross 1 lncl1 wide. It shall be worn by 
the ambulnnce and first-aid parties. 
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CHAPTER II. 

DESIGNATIONS OF UNIFORMS. 

COMMISSIONED OFFICERS. 

50. Full dress, blue.-Frock coat. epaulets, <lecorutions, medals, and bndgcs,
cocked hat, full dt·ess trousers. fuJ! dress belt, swonl, wllite gloves, and blacl, 
shoes. 

51. Full dress, whitc.�White coat, shoulder mnrks, decorations, metluls, nud
badges, white trousers, white cup, full dress belt, s,· ·::d, white gloves, :mu 
white shoes. 

52. Dress, blue.-�1·ock coat, epaulets, ribllous, cockecl hat, plain blue trou
se1:s, full-dress belt, sword, white gloves, nnd black shoes. 

53. Dress, white.-Wbite cont. sboulrler marks, ri!Joons, white trousers, white
cap, full dress belt, sword, v.-hite gh)\·es, and white shoes.

54. Undress, blue, A.-Frock coat, ribbons, blue cup, pluln blue trousers,
undress belt, sword, white glo\·es, and blaclt shoes.

55. Undress, blue, E.-Sauie as m1drC'88, h1·uc, A, but with white cnp.
56. Undress, blue, C.-Frock coat, rlbbo11s, \Yhite cnp, white trousers, undress 

belt, sword, wl1ite gloves, ancl white s11oes. 
57. Undress, white.-White cont, shoulde1· marks, ribbon�, white cap, white

trousers, undress helt, sword, white gloves, and white shoes. 
58. Service dress, blue, A.-Blue sack cont, ribbons, blue cap. plain blue

trousers, gray glo,·es (if gloves are prescribed), and black shoes. 
59. Service dress, blue, B.-S:une ns ,�c>rricc dres·s ,  bl11e, A., but with w!Jite

cap. 
60. Service dress, blue, C.-Blue sack cont, ribllous, whit-l! cap, white trou

sers, gray gloves (if glo,es are prescribed), :rnd white shoes. 
61. Service dress, white.-White coat. shou'dcr murks, ribbons, white cap,

white trousers, white gloves (if glo\·es are prescribed), and white shoes. 
62. Evening full dress.-EYeuing dress coat. epaulets, uecorntions, medals,

and bndges (miniatures), wllite dress walstcont. cocked bnt, full-dress trousers, 
full-dress belt, sword, white glorns, black patent-leather shoes. 

63. Evening dress, blue, A.-E\·ening dress coat, ribbons (miniature medals),
white dress waistcoat, blue cap, plain blue trousers, white glo\·es, nod black 
patent-leather shoes. 

64. Evening dress, blue, B.-Snme as evening dress, bl11e, A, but with white
cap . 

65. Dungarees.-(See art. 19.)

WARRANT OFFICERS. 

iO. Full dress, blue.-Frock cont. decorations, medals. and badges. blue cap, 
plain blue trousers, undress belt, sword, white gloves, aucl black shoes. (See 
a.rt. 121.)

71. Full dress, whitc.-White cont. shoulcler marks, decorations, medals, aud
badges, white trousers, white cap, undress belt, swo1·d, white gloves, and 'white 
shoes. ( See art. 121.) 

(5)





t: \
i 

u 

-

CHAPTER III. 

OCCASIONS ON WHICH THE SEVERAL- UNIFORMS SHALL 

BE WORN. 

100. Full dress.-State occasions, at home or abroad, such 'as receiving or
being rece'.ved by the President, ex-President, Vice President, Secteci.:i·;, o:C the 
Treasm:y of the United f::tates, the 'sovereign, chief execuNve; or ruler '0f"any 
country, a member of a royal family;,or-an ambassador; at ·ceremonies; solemni
ties, and entertainments, when desirable· to ·pay· special honor tci the occasion; 
once a quarter at;S�turday'inspection . .. ' · , ·, •

101. Dress.-First ,•isits' to officers of ilag· rank,· und'.wl1en•:exchuuglng visits
of ceremony with foreign officials·; ceremonies, soleinnities, and entel,tainments 
of less importance than those requiring f1in dress; reception of Assistant Sec
ret.ai·y of the 'freasury; member of the President's Cabinet other than the 
Secretary of the Treasury; Chief Justice. of the United States; governor of one 
of the Stetes or Territories of the United States; governor general of islands 
or groups of islands occupied by the. United States; President of the Senate; 
Speaker of the Honse of Representatives; committee o.f Congress; envoy ex
traordlnm·y and minister plenipotentiary, minister resi<Jent, or other diplomatic' 
representative of or above the rank of charg� d'ffaires, within the waters of 
the nation to which he is accredited; on assuming or relinquishing command; 
at Saturday morning inspections, except when f1iU dress is worn. 

102. Undress.-When serving as a member of a general Coast Guard court;
visiting foreign officers, and on first visit to commanding officer; at in1orma1 
daytime receptions, to which officers ure invited in their official capacity, when 
frock coats are appropriate. 

103. Undress with leggings.-Upon occasions of special ceremony, by of
f

icers 
on duty with enlisted men under arms on shore when the uniform prescribed 
for other officers is tun dress or dress. Swords shall be worn with this uni
form. 

104. Service dress.-When reporting for duty, when member of a minor
court, board of inquiry, or other board, and when prosecutor of a general 
Coast Guard court; in general, nt all other times not otherwise provided for 
herein. Leggings with swords or pistols may be prescribed with this dress at 
functions where marching may be required. 

105. Evening full dress.-At forinal evening functions.
106. Evening dress.-At less formal evening functions, and at ordinary ere

ning social functions. 
107. When officers of the �'.l.rmy, Navy, and Coast Guard are nsseml>lecl under

these conditions, the uniform to be worn shall be in accordance with the fol
lowing table: 

Designation ol 
uniform. Army. Na,·y. Coo.st Guard. 

Uniform A ..... Fulldr ess ......... Full dr ess, blue or white ..•..... Full dross, blue or white. 
Uniform B ..... Dress ............. Undress, blue or wlute, without Undr ess, blue or white, without 

sword. sword. 
UnUonnO .. .... Full dress or eve- Evening l

u

ll dress, or evening E,1en.1nJi full dre.ss, or eve-niu 
niog dress. lull dross without swords or lull rcss without swords o, 

belts and with blue caps. belts and with blue caps. 
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